Japanese Natural Disasters

Earthquakes:

Kobe Earthquake: The Kobe quake (also known as the Great Hanshin quake) occurred at 5:46 am. on January 17th, 1995. The earthquake was measured at a 7.2 magnitude, which is just about the same magnitude as the recent Haiti Earthquake. The hardest hit city was the port city of Kobe, which suffered devastating property damage. A freeway connecting Osaka to Kobe was also heavily damaged, causing several portions to collapse. The main reason the earthquake was so devastating, was that most of the buildings were not built to withstand earthquakes, as they were built before strict seismology codes were put in place in 1981. Most houses collapsed because they were built with wooden frames and heavy clay roofs. This design was built to withstand typhoons, but was no match for the earthquakes. As a result, 5,100 people died during the quake, most of the deaths occurring in the city of Kobe.

Tokyo Earthquake: The Kobe Earthquake was the worst earthquake since the Tokyo Earthquake in 1923. The Tokyo quake occurred at 11:58 am. on September 1st. The earthquake was measured as a 7.9 on the Richter scale, which is just about the same magnitude as the San Francisco earthquake of 1906.

Because many Japanese were having lunch at the time, many of the cooks were working with fire grills at the time when the earthquake struck. This, fueled by winds from a nearby typhoon, caused a raging firestorm, devastating city after city. It took two days to contain all of the fires. In all 140,000 people were killed, mostly due to the fires. In memory of this day, the Japanese government marked September 1st as Disaster Prevention Day in 1960. 

Typhoons:

Typhoon Tip: This typhoon was the strongest one on record when it hit Japan in 1979. The storm at peak strength was the size of half the continental United States. Luckily, by the time it Japan, it was weakened significantly. However, the storm still made an impact, resulting in 600 mudslides, the loss of 22,000 homes, 27 bridges being destroyed, and a death toll of 42, with 71 missing, and 283 injured. It also disrupted rail service and caused various flight cancellations. The fishing and agricultural industries suffered millions of dollars in losses. 
Typhoon Gay: This humorously named typhoon is almost not worth mentioning. It was a super typhoon back in 1992, but by the time the storm even grazed Japan, it was practically gone. Still, it is being debated as to whether this storm was stronger than Typhoon Tip.
Tsunamis:

Tsunami of 1993: The tsunami that occurred on July 12th, 1993 was a result of an off shore 7.8 earthquake. Television stations were able to warn people ahead of time, but by then, huge waves were already crashing on to the coastline. All in all, the tsunami caused $600 million in damage. 185 people were killed during the tsunami.

Tsunami of 1703: This tsunami is considered the worst tsunami in history. It hit Japan on New Year’s Eve as a result of an earthquake. It ended up killing up to an estimated 100,000 people.
